Management of septic shock in childhood.
The object of this review is to discuss the recognition and treatment of septic shock in children based on principles of resuscitation, antibiotic use and recent therapeutic advances. A comprehensive literature search combining these on-line searches of Ovid, PubMed, and Medline; hand searches of 25 international journals; a trawl of 26 textbooks; searches of reference lists of pertinent articles; and scans of abstracts of recent international meetings. Various national and international units were contacted with regard to current research therapeutic strategies, both published and unpublished. Septic shock remains a leading cause of morbidity and mortality in children. Early administration of empirical antibiotic therapy reduces mortality. The keystone of resuscitation is aggressive volume replacement. Adjunctive therapies to modulate the inflammatory response may further enhance outcome, but do not replace principles of resuscitation.